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VISIT EUSTON HALL  

WEDNESDAY 12th OCTOBER 2011  

Tour the Church, John Evelyn Gardens  

& William Kent Watermill  

Lunch at ôThe Leaping Hareõ   

Contact: Beverley Hough on  

01394 411075  

Last opportunity to book for  

 

NAZEING GLASS WORKS (Broxbourne) 
with 

Andy McConnell 
(Antiques Road Show Glass Specialist)  

 

Tuesday 8th November 2011   
 

Contact: Denise King on 01728 452836  

East Anglian Area NADFAS 
Study Day 

Wednesday 26th October  

ôFood, Art & Travel in the 18
th

 Centuryõ 

Culford School nr. Bury St Edmunds 
For details and to book please contact: 

Angela Payne 
Area Education Co-Ordinator (ACE) 

01359 244244 

Day of Special Interest  

Wednesday 15 th February 2012  

at Thorpeness Country Club  

JAPANESE ARCHITECTURE, 

GARDENS & TEA CULTURE 

 
with Suzanne Perrin, MA.      

 

The day will cover Japanese architecture, 

temples, palaces, villas, Tea Houses,  

gardens & the evolution of Tea Culture & 

its wares.  

2012 FESTIVE LUNCH  

on  

24
th

 January 2012  

at  

Thorpeness Country Club  

(following the lecture)  

 

Details including Menu and costs 

with the November mailing  

A Note from the Chair 
 

With autumn upon us, we have visits to Euston Hall and Nazeing to look forward to; plus our monthly  
lectures to enjoy. This year we have decided to hold a celebratory Christmas drink in the Cinema Gallery 
after the December lecture; hopefully as many of you as possible will join us.  
As you will see, this edition of Forum gives indication of events up to 2012. Booking forms with relevant  
details will be available over the subsequent mailings, the next of which will be the AGM papers. However, 
we thought you would appreciate having these dates for your diaries.  

Sue Culley (Chair) and Committee     

2011 2012 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2011 
Notice is given of the Societyôs AGM on 22nd November 2011 at 10.15 am. 
Any business for this meeting should be communicated to the Secretary in 
writing by 25th October 2011.  

Secretary 
Peter Booth-Smith,17 Cages Way, Melton, Woodbridge IP12 1TE 



Tuesday lectures 10:55 am at  Aldeburgh Cinema ï Coffee from 10:30 am 
 
October 25

th 
 2011   

Antony Penrose  Lee Miller and Picasso.  
The relationship between Lee Miller (Antonyôs Mother) and Picasso began in 1937 and lasted until Picassoôs 
death in 1973. Picasso painted six portraits of Lee, while she photographed him more than 1,000 times. Lee 
was a frequent visitor to Picassoôs home, accompanying her husband, Roland Penrose on his many research 
trips whilst he was writing his biography of Picasso. This story is told using Lee Millerôs own photographs. 
 
 

November 22
nd
 2011 

Dr. Lucy Worsley William Kent and his portraits of servants at Kensington Palace 
This lecture uncovers the identity of many of William Kentôs sitters and the life below stairs in an eighteenth 
century Royal Palace. Anyone who considers George I a boring monarch may want to rethink after hearing 
about his and his servantsô adventures.  
[Annual General Meeting at 10.15am] 
 
 

December 6
th 
 2011            

Sally Dormer  St Nicholas of Myra and Santa Claus ï A Case of Mistaken Identity 
How did the remains of Nicholas a fourth century bishop from Myra-Turkey reach Bari in Italy in1087? The  
lecture explores the development of St Nicholasô popular medieval cult through artefacts, icons, wall paintings 
and illuminated manuscripts, and charts his eventual transformation into the well-loved Santa Claus. 

 and afterwards -  celebratory Christmas drink in the cinema gallery and foyer 

-  with mince pies and stollen . All welcome , no need to book , details enclosed .  

 

 

Tuesday 24
th
 January 2012.              

Mary Alexander  Meet me at the Waldorf: the extraordinary story of two iconic hotels built 
on Astor feuds, fortunes and art patronage 
The Waldorf-Astoria on Fifth Avenue was built in 1893; its luxurious interiors brimmed with the latest trends in 
imported art and furniture from Europe; high society would meet there to see and be seen. In 1929, the hotel 
was demolished to make way for the Empire State building. So the Art deco Waldorf-Astoria Park Avenue, 
home to the stars, was built. Mary examines the extraordinary stories behind the artistic creation of both iconic 
hotels; as well as the Astor familyôs feuds and fortunes. 

Michael Wheeler reminded us that genius often wears a darker face, and that by the age of 60 Ruskin (1819-1900) had  
developed, what is known today as bi-polar disorder; his achievements and influence by that time were astounding.  
Perhaps, because he had never been allowed toys as a child, he trained himself to look carefully at the craftsmanship and 
detail of art and architecture. He also appreciated the work of contemporary artists, and promoted the Pre-Raphaelite  
painters. At the age of 24 the first volume of his book óModern Artistsô was published 
 

Architecture held his attention for the next decade. Historic buildings in Lucca, Florence and Venice inspired his respect and 
he considered any extensive renovation removed óthe golden stain of timeô . 
 

After 1854 Ruskin taught for four years at The Working Menôs College. By contrast, he would later encourage his aristocratic 
Oxford students to build sewers for the village of Hinksey.  In 1860 he demonstrated yet another facet of his virtuosity by 
publishing óUnto the Lastô, an essay on the economy that attracted the attention of Ghandi and Tolstoy. 
 

Ruskinôs influence on his friends Hardwicke Rawnsley and Octavia Hill resulted in the setting up of The National Trust 
(1896) and he predicted the growth of the óheritage industryô.  
 

Professor Wheeler was involved in the building of The Ruskin Library at Lancaster University. The building fulfils Ruskinôs 
premise that important new architecture should be in the idiom of the day, and he urged us to visit it. 
             Review by Ivor Murrell 

ôProphetic Ruskin and the Origins of the National Trustõ  

Professor Michael Wheeler  on 28th June 2011  

PLEASE REMEMBERé. 

Guests at ESDFAS Lectures (a suggested minimum donation of Ã5.00 per guest) are  
welcome, in limited number. The Committee member to contact is: 

Peter Booth-Smith  
ESDFAS Secretary     01394 610881 



Visit to Wonderful Wessex           June 13th -17th 2011 
 

Twenty-eight members set off on the journey to Wessex. We stopped at Hylands House and Polesden Lacey before reaching 
Littlecote House, our very comfortable hotel with its own grounds, its history dating back to 1250 and its haunted bedroom. 
 

Tuesday was Salisbury and Britainôs finest 13th century cathedral. It was decorated with over 400 stunning flower festival  
arrangements. Several of us enjoyed a fascinating tour, thanks to a good cathedral guide friend of Dorothy Whately-Smithôs. 
In the afternoon we visited Wilton House and gardens, home of The Earl and Countess of Pembroke. The house contained 
an art collection including works by Van Dyke, Rubens, Joshua Reynolds and Breughel. 
 

On Wednesday, we toured Corsham Court, an Elizabethan house owned by the Methuan-Campbell family. James Methuan-
Campbell and his nephew led the tour and answered our many questions. On to the National Trust village of Laycock for 
lunch and a tour of the Abbey. The Fox Talbot museum in Laycock commemorates  William Fox Talbot, a previous resident 
of the Abbey and the inventor of photographic negatives. 
 

Thursday was Stourhead. Our pre-arranged guided tour was unavailable, so we explored the spectacular landscape,  
sheltering from rain showers in the Grotto, Gothic Cottage, The Pantheon or the Temple of Flora. The afternoon saw us at 
Longleat House with its Capability Brown landscaped grounds. Amongst the many exhibits was the shirt worn by Charles 1 at 
his execution, old treasures and paintings by the current Marquess of Bath!   
 

On Friday, we stopped at The Bedford Arms Hotel in Chenies for lunch. Due to the wet weather, we omitted the visit to 
Chenies Manor House. Throughout the week Neil, our coach driver, looked after us impeccably well. 

Beverley Hough 

Flatford and Sir Alfred Munnings Art Museum, Dedham      July 12th 2011 
 

Our first stop was at Flatford, the location for some of John Constable's most famous pastoral paintings. We  
visited a small exhibition in Bridge Cottage and walked beside the river. We then stopped at Dedham village for 
lunch and visited its interesting 15

th
 century Church  After lunch we travelled on to Castle House (Munnings' 

home for 40 years), where we were given a private tour. The house contains many Munnings' paintings,  
covering the many interests throughout his life. The visit gave us a rare opportunity to see inside Munningsô  
Studio which contains his palette, paints and lithographs from his early training and work experience in Norwich. 
After his death in 1959 his widow established this beautiful home as a Museum.                                 Margaret Fife 

The Sudbourne Hatchments 

It was two years from start to finish of this very successful Lottery Grant aided project and now the beautifully 
restored hatchments are back on the walls of Sudbourne Church. During the research of the family history an 
exciting discovery was made of watercolour paintings dating from the early 1800s of a further three hatchments 
ï now lost- for the 6

th
 Viscountess Hereford, the 8

th
 Viscount Hereford who died aged 25 in a duel, and the 10

th
  

Viscountess Hereford all of whom were buried in Sudbourne. Photographs were obtained from the British  
Library and they are on display in the Church. The project included an education programme that comprised 
gilding courses together with lectures on the hatchment families and their history, heraldry and the detailed con-
servation and restoration of the hatchments. ESDFAS contributed to a workshop in which the children of Orford 
Primary School learnt about heraldry with Fred Rapsey from the Suffolk Heraldry Society and painted their own 
coats of arms.  
 

The Bishop of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, The Right Reverend Nigel Stock, took the service to celebrate the 
restoration which was attended by everyone involved in the project along with the present descendants of the 
two families, the 9

th
 Marquess and Marchioness of Hertford and the 19

th
 Viscount and Viscountess Hereford 

who had been supportive throughout.    
 

The Church brochure has been rewritten and postcards of the hatchments are on sale in the Church. The hatch-
ments were re- hung in the body of the Church with improved lighting and the Church was painted; it now looks 
magnificent so please make a visit. To arrange a group visit to Sudbourne Church, contact Amanda  
Bettinson on 01394 450863 or Amanda.bettinson@keme.co.uk .                                           Amanda Bettinson  

 

Note: The ESDFAS visit (40 members) was on May 12th 2011. Ros Whitehouse was the excellent lecturer.  
After lunch at the Kingôs Head, Tim Fargher conducted a very informative tour round Orford Church. Thank you 
to Margaret and Mandy for arranging the visitï this project has given much interest and pleasure over several 
events.               Sue Culley 

Pre-restoration hatchment 
Amanda Bettinson 
at the ESDFAS visit 

Post-restoration 

mailto:Amanda.bettinson@keme.co.uk


ART GROUP ï a new term and four new workshops 
 

The Art Group commences their autumn term on 12th October 2011. There are two classes 
on Wednesdays at 10.00 am and 1.00 pm. They will be held as usual in the village hall in 
Snape. The theme will be drawing and shading the human body. 
 

By way of experiment, there will also be four whole day workshops on alternate weeks  
commencing on Friday 14th October. These Friday workshops will be held at the Yacht Club 
in Aldeburgh commencing from 9.30 am ï 4.00 pm with a break for lunch. The workshops are 
intended to introduce artists to the use of water based oil paints. There may be spaces  
available on all these classes and those interested should contact the organiser, Perry Hunt 
at 01728 603463 or perryhunt@keme.co.uk  

ESDFAS Young Arts Competition  
 

Three paintings from the portfolios of young artists studying for A level in local schools have 
been selected for a Ã50 award in this year's ESDFAS Young Arts Competition. These works 
will be included in this year's NADFAS East Anglian Area exhibition, due to be held 
in Cambridge Library October 31st to November 7th.    
 

Digital photographs of these paintings have also been forwarded to NADFAS House for  
inclusion within a national competition which could lead to their work being hung within the  
NADFAS Exhibition being held next year at The Mall Galleries in London.   
Well done to all three young artists and good luck for the national competition. 

Daisy Skinner 
 

Leiston Community High School 

Kezia McManus 
 

Thomas Mills High School 

Yukiko Misaki 
 

Framlingham College 

VISITS  

Points to bear in mind é. 

1. Visits may involve: 

�x�� Walking on uneven paths 

�x�� Standing for periods of time 

�x�� So do check if you have doubts 
 

2. Park your car so as to avoid crossing 
busy roads in the dark on your return. 
 

3. Please make sure the organisers 
have a contact number in case of an 
emergency. 
 

4. Please remember that Visits  
Secretaries cannot refund cheques 
once you have booked a visit. 

Very  

Advance d Notice  

 

Northumberland Visit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st - 25th May 2012  

Committee Members 
 
 
Chair 
Sue Culley 
01728 452267 
 
Treasurer 
Charles Scott 
01728 452328 
 
Secretary 
Peter Booth-Smith 
01394 610881 
 
Membership 
Eva Loeffler 
01728 452600 

mailto:perryhunt@keme.co.uk

